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FRUIT FLY CONTROL WITH ROGOR 40
AND LEBAYCID
(A PROGRESS REPORT)
By D. SHEDLEY, B.Sc. (Agric), Entomologist
HE Mediterranean fruit fly has been present in Western Australia for over 60 years
T
and during that time many types of insecticides have been tested against the
pest. Traps and lures were amongst the earliest control measures adopted, but these
gave way to sugar solutions poisoned with such materials as arsenic and sodium fluosilicate.
More recently it has been shown that
certain protein substances as well as sugar
play an important part in the diet of fruit
flies and that hydrolysed protein and
Malathion make a very effective bait.
The recently developed Malathion yeast
preparations are an important step forward in fruit fly control but of equal importance is the development of several
chemicals which render the flesh of treated
fruits toxic to both fruit fly eggs and
young maggots.
The first of these materials to be tested
was Dipterex and this has already been
included in Departmental recommendations. The two latest preparations tested
are Rogor 40 and Lebaycid.
These two newly developed organophosphorus compounds act in much the
same manner as Dipterex. They are effective in killing the larvae and preventing
egg development in fruit. However unlike
Dipterex they are able to kill the immature
stages in citrus. This, coupled with good

residual properties and toxicity to adult
flies make them very valuable weapons
against fruit flies.

Adult female of Mediterranean fruit fly (greatly enlarged)
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Peaches showing typical fruit fly damage

As neither Rogor 40 nor Lebaycid has
been available for an entire season it has
not been possible to finalise recommendations, nor to test one material against the
other. This however, will be remedied as
soon as possible during the coming season.
Preliminary tests were undertaken in
the laboratory by dipping infested fruit
into a range of dilute solutions. Loquats,
mandarins and cumquats were used in
the tests with Lebaycid but only loquats
were available for the Rogor 40 dips.
Field trials using Lebaycid as a cover
spray were made on a number of early
apricots and peaches and cumquats were
treated throughout the season. Where
normal quantities of insecticide were
applied excellent results were achieved.
Rogor 40 was used to spray three
varieties of late canning peaches, some
blocks of Bartlett and Keiffer pears and
several individual trees of other pear
varieties. A range of citrus including
mandarins, navel oranges and grapefruit
were also treated.
Results were assessed by examining most
or all of the crop, sorting for struck and
clean fruit and holding the struck fruit
for records of fly development. Practically

the entire crop from sprayed trees was
suitable for marketing despite the fact
that in most years almost all the fruit
was ruined by fruit fly attack.
For those growers wishing to try Rogor
40 or Lebaycid it is suggested that they
use the concentrations recommended by
the manufacturers. Effectiveness can be
expected to last for at least two weeks and
probably three; a single spray at the first
sign of strikes should be sufficient for
early stone fruit but two sprays may be
necessary for other fruit.
As in the case of most insecticides certain routine precautions are necessary
when handling fruit fly sprays. The instructions printed on the labels should be
read carefully and followed in detail. This
applies particularly to the use of Lebaycid
in the vicinity of poultry or other birds.
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Fruit Fly Control
new easy way with

ROGOR 40
from

DAY OLD CHICKS
KWINANA CHEMICAL CO.
Via Koojan Avenue, South Guildford
TELEPHONE 6 5 1093

Rogor 4 0 also controls aphis, scale,
spicier mites etc.

Australorp, First Cross, Rhode Island Red.
White Leghorn, Kriss Kross.
Unsexed and Pullets.
6 - 8 WEEKS OLD PULLETS
Hatchery: Epsom and Smith Avenues,
REDCMFFE. 'Phone 6 5543.
AH stock proved by trap-nesting from our own
poultry stud at Forrestneld.
INSPECTION INVITED

EMPLOYERS
IT PAYS
to be SAFE
Accident risks are ever present—particularly during
working hours—it may be a slight or major casualty—
such eventualities have to be met.
An S.G.I.O. Workers' Compensation Policy provides employers with maximum security and low premium ratings
—policy holders are eligible for Good Risk Rebates too.
A Representative will be pleased to call and advise on an
S.G.I.O. Workers' Compensation Policy to suit your need.
Support an Office that invests its funds in the State.

SCIO

THE STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE OFFICE

184 St. George's Tee., Perth.
Maritana St., Kalgoorlie.
Open 8.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. — E. J. R. Hogg, FJV.SJV., Gen. Manager.
Please mention the "iourna* of Agriculture of WJL." when writing to advertisers
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• DRAWBAR H.P. 54
• DRAWBAR PULL 8,100 LBS.
• GEARS — 9 FORWARD,
3 REVERSE.
• HYDRAULIC LIFT WITH
3-POINT LINKAGE.
• NEW BALANCED CRANKSHAFT
ELIMINATES VIBRATION.

riere's a reliable, robust tractor with plenty
of power to tackle the heaviest farming jobs.
The "DT" has a speed to suit every job —
9 forward gears, including 3 creeper, and
3 reverse. The exclusive LANZ single cylinder, two-stroke diesel engine gives amazing
power with great economy in fuel costs and
maintenance.
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